Dear Jim, 1/6/76 

Y0Ur V! J C ° U ’ d not 113,70 P icked a better time to get here. We are bbout to have another 
snow, this is going to be the third straightday broken up by someohe coming for help 
I can give, the mail has only what is disagreeable and cannot be ignored, and there 

is nothing else good I can think of. So getting tfy mind of something else before it gets 
grim is good, 

I did not make myself as clear as I should have on the taping situation. You do 
correctly perceive that part of it is separation ofl the already overcrowded band. In the 
long run your advice of getting the most sensitive and selective radio and using a 
separate recorder may be best# 6 

I'm ashamed of not having consulted a station engineer! When I used to do radii and 
should have known# 

What I had planned is to be able to tape in my own office, where I can watch 
and not have to hear unless I want to, as the hearings of the committee might be 
broadcast. Most of the day I can get a clean, good signal from two of the DC public 
©Is on the °rai|, and that means no problem recording. I also have the raig next to the 
TV, which mean s no problem recording from TV. Here all the trouble and expense I went to 
for an aerial iram tower so 111 can enjoy the drama on the public citations will help 
because I can get good signals from four public TVs. If there are hearings I will have to 
take in and they are on TV, I suspect they'll also be on the major IM public stations. 

If I watch them I laready have the anasonic deck connected to the inexpensive hifi# On 
it I can generally get what I do on the Craig better than any ordinarjci portable will 
peimt because it is served by an aerial 40' in the air. Sometimes public stations the 
‘'raig cannot get. With the same problem, built-in AFC, which guarantees less selectivity. 

The problems come from the crazy FCC, which is lousing up Mi as it did AM. I aan 
no long get the original Washington good-music station because other signals kill it. It 
used to be out best. The only signal on FM that I want that to now has never been broken 
up at some time, includin today, is the American diversity station. x t is an authentic 
public and educational station, with mature and public-service scheduling# With other 
area stations offering what I would want, it would, as from the past would not change 
its scheduling for mere duplication. The non-college Washington public station to which I 
listen most and would depend on for these broadcasts is a powerful station but already is 
being interfered with. I used to have no trouble on the oar radio with it now never make 
a trip into town without having it broken up with hard rook. 

and no/for JjrSlf t0 keap ful1 tapes of 311 «“"“ittee hearings broadest, 

a ^ e k*®* 1 U P while blocked by what i3 above us, as you are, on FM we 

are not. On TV my next heighbor gets as good a signal on rabbit ears as we h±± 
do with the tower and aerial. However, it is not unusual for me to get what is theoretically 
ly impossible on IH, Philadelphia and Hershey, Pa., both over 150 miles away. **ershey 
might well broadcast what I'd want but now is not a dependable signal. However, this 
also iiiultrates the interference problem© 

. , IjW wind up taking your advice. I have an inexpensive portable one of our college 
girl friends left here. I had it fixed and she had replaced it so she gave it to me. It 
does not have AFC and is newer than any other I have. I use it in my office, which I'm 
still raotfganizing.The changes seem to be working out well. They include a device 
called a desk organizer. It is a shelf with compamments. Now that x have it I have the 
radio on it so I will not have to take my legs down, take the blanket off them and 

3 f 0Un i t0 i9b ^ d to u tune the 3et or turn it on or off. It had been my thought to 
keep the radio-recorder where it is most of the time and be able to operate it and tape 


while doing other work and without all the motion and adjusting. 

I'm not clear on when or why hut I think after I asked you I thought of the French 
TV producer who has been here several times. I've been of much help to him, taking much 
«^ S +m and expect to be in the future. he is to be coming back soon. What 1/ did 
ot think of with station engineers here I did of his engineers and the probability of 

his SSw 19 t0 bUy f firs ^ te set for much less than I could. So I asked liim to ask 
his people for an opinion and if they can offer advice and it is no problem fw him to 
add that to all he 11 be bringing with his crew anyway to let me/ know. I've not heard. 

tv, 1 1 alS ° 113(1 *£ mind that 1 might want to tape some of the early jazz shows 

I hi 3 a i 3 ^ot h essSf °° U J d d ° 3t the deak ’ where 1 hear them » aad not elsewhere. 

811 lf 1 CSn ° SSt 3 3ensitive selective radio with tecorder 
iT+ iTV f ll0W your common aense suggestion. It will make a clutter while I tape 
he daily. However, I want to keep what I have to have on the desk to 

:,fr^ b r aU9e + I 1 al30 > V ! 3X1 0ld V ot,tahlQ TV tba * works and there may be times when 
L 816 dedecasb aot broadcast, judging from the past. The portable TV is 

^ V ! however. It was given to a student by one who was leaving 

Zt J A Wh ° lt did n0t aeed 11 ^ dld not bnow another who wanted it so it 

•'QS J.OX iJ Her©. o a o 

™™!r ra w What ab0at your Heather 1 believe yo “ guess about the jet stream is 

oorrect. We are already into a colder period than usual for this time of winter. The 

fnrAb, ® Zpl “ lat ^ n 13 that ^he jet stream for this part of the world is about 200 miles 
farthur south than usual. If it shifted east-west and it has north-south you are correct. 

the ™ £hb0r ,^ d t0 bUddd a metal lean - t0 ^st the back of his house to thwart 

^ c ° ons * Whe^ver they are they seem to be pretty clever. I bum the paper, 
compost all that will rot and they have no interest in cans and bottles. ... P P 

chanson T^T “! 2** 5° at , tto B "ire. I never stopped to think of the 
it 13 DOt thS regi0nal Wire * 11 is a state and I know it is out of 

ChinajI've found the Post's extra attention interesting. A provocative piece thid 
morning. I m accumulating another 3ol mailing. 

- . ®be ( accuracy, even precision of my forecast about the b 0U3e committee is dismaying. 

time° d Tf v “ al1 l haVe 8 ? i f° sraph copy of its report. The report will be printed in 
i^Ms f ca y s°e U ^ ** “* t0 *** " ** d 


Best, and many thanks for the 


trouble. 


